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The first religious services in Etiwanda were held in the 
schoolhouse near the southwest corner of Base Line and East 
Avenue. This was a Methodist organization, but no one remem- 
bers how long it continued to function: 

Some years later through the efforts of the Nortons, the 
Episcopalians secured the services of an eminent Canadian Rec- 
tor who had come to California because of his wife’s failing 
health and was living in Ontario. The meetings were held in 
the new schoolhouse and were attended by the Episcopalian 
families of the Nortons, Captain and Mrs. J. H. Scott, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Frost; Mrs. Elizabeth Donnelly, the Gildersleeves 
and other members, as well as non members. The Rev. Sweeny 
was a most eloquent speaker and conscientious pastor, driving 
long distances to call on the sick. Upon the death of his wife 
he returned to Canada and was later made Bishop of 'Toronto — 
Bishop Sweeny. 

After two or three: preliminary meetings the Etiwanda 
Congregational Church was organized at a meeting held in 
the new schoolhouse on September 25, 1893. SEVENTY-FIVE 
YEARS AGO. 

The Council consisted of Rev. D. R. Brainerd, Pastor and 
W. D. Humphreys of Rialto, Rev. E. M Balsbrough of Bloom- 
ington, Rev. A. E. Tracy, Pastor and Mrs: James Waddington, 
Delegate of Ontario, Rev. L. H. Tracy, and: Mrs:-Charles A. 
Loud of Pomona, Rev. E. G. Baldwin of Claremont and: Rev. 
J. T. Ford, and Rev. H. P. Case of Los Angeles. Rev. Ford was 
made Moderator and made some statements as to the history 
of a church organized here some 12 years; apparently the Meth- 
odist Church. 

Services were held in the schoolhouse until late in 1902 
when the church was built at 7126 Etiwanda Avenue during 
the pastorate of Rev. A. W. Thompson. The parsonage was 
built next door to the church in 1907. Rev. and Mrs. Lamb and 
Ruth were the first to occupy the new building. A barn for 
the pastor’s horse was built about the same time. 

Sara E. and C. O. Perrine transferred property to the 
church on April 19, 1894 before selling the surrounding acres 
to J. Johanning, who later sold the property to George Ff. 
Johnston, near 1901. 

In 1908 Jones and Johnston presented a bell from an old 
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schoolhouse mm Grapelamd which they had bought and dis- 

The church was extended to the west 20 feet: a basement 
was built and the steps were covered in 1912. Dedication ser- 
vices were held January 30, 1913 and lasted all day. In 1928 
the Friendly Class was responsible for enlarging the platform. 

Rev. Ruoff, Clark Hickcox and others spent many hours 
working on the basement. They built a fireplace in what is 
now a primary room so that it could be used for a Boy Scout 
clubhouse; and it was so used for a number of years. John 
Frost was the first Scout Master. 

Rev. Greenlee, Pastor 1915 to 1924, was the originator of 
one of the best community affairs we have, “The Friendly Class 
Supper.” For years it met the first Monday evening of each 
month. It has not met with the same regularity the past two 
years. 

On Sunday, February Ist, 1953 a special memorial service 
to honor the Founders of the church and to dedicate 14 new 
stained glass windows was held in the church. Dr. L. L. Wirt, 
Pastor, gave the main address and Mrs. John Scott related the 
church history from 1893 to 1953. 

The memorial windows for J. C. Jones and for George 
Chaffey were installed in 1955. 

The Etiwanda Justice Court, presided over by Judge Burt 
Shelby, used the church basement for Jury trials (only) during 
1958, 1959 and the first few months of 1960 when they moved 
into the new Justice Court building at 7611 Etiwanda Avenue. 

The annual Easter Sunrise services held on the Etiwanda 
Mesa from 1953 to 1966 were an inspiration. During the last 
few years members from neighboring churches also participated 
in the program. 

The Church participated in Released Time for Religious 
Education from 1954 through 1957. The 4th to 8th grade stu- 
dents walked from school to the church. Mrs, Campbell (Hoppe) 
helped Dr. Wirt and Rev. Kimball in this work. Released 'Time 
was somewhat restricted by school law in 1958 so the program 
was discontinued. 

In November 1956 it was decided that the church would 
have a coffee hour the first Sunday of each month after the 
morning worship services. 

The Young People’s group meet on Sunday evenings when 
they have a leader or advisor. 
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On December 11, 1960 a standing vote of the church con- 
gregation was taken and a unanimous YES vote was given to 
have the Etiwanda Congregational Church be a member of 
the United Church of Christ. This is a merger of the Congre- 
gational Churches with the Evangelical and Reformed Churches 
which took place in January 1948. 

The Church Council was formed in 1943 and later the 
Board of Trustees met at a different time to conduct the 
financial business of the church. 

Lorraine and Burt helby donated the lot on Base Line on 
which a parsonage was built in 1961. Rev. Burley Howe and 
his family used this modern home, 

On October 4, 1966 Rev. William Lone started a telephone 
devotional system in the parsonage at 12930 Victoria Avenue. 
This two minute tape recording which was changed every day 
was non-denominational. A Scripture reference, Scripture medi- 
tation and a closing prayer was included in the telephone mes- 
sage which was composed daily by Rev. William Lone. Calls 
were numerous, both local and from the surrounding areas 
Until its discontinuance on December 4, 1967 all service charges 
were paid by the Sunday School. 

Through the years there has been a Sunday School for 
children and adults. 

The following are serving in this work in 1968: 


Mrs. Donald Duffy............... aUney School Superintendent 
Mrs. John Scott............... Serene 2: Seine Ns Wiortns .. Treasurer 
Miss Beverly Nix................--::----+: i en . Organist 
Teachers: 
Mrs. Thos. Harne:. 2 ccs Beginners and Preprimary 
Mrs. Pat Gearhart..................First and Second Grade Pupils 
Mrs. George Hoppe.............. Third and Fourth Grade Pupils 
Michael Thornton.................... Fifth and Sixth Grade Pupils 
Me. William Ditech d Junior High Students 
Mr. Richard Montgomery........................ sidaitieecs Adult Class 
PASTORAL SUCCESSION 

1. Rev. A. E. Brainerd......................... ...... 1893 - 1894 

2. Rev. C. H. Davis... Sees LOMO” LOE 

3. Rev. A. W. Thompson... ebnarscsremieruvoeteieaen 1897 - 1904 

4. Rev. C. D. Tangeman........................... 1904 - 1907 

Bi ERAN, Bay Stes EARMTE DD aancestrcssicicasvoacareeasacaavsarsts 1907 - 1911 

6 Revd. G. Raolto:.: sips eer 1911-1915 

7. Rev. C. W. Greenlee... oc... cccceccscss 1915 - 1924 
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8. Rev. D. T. Thomas... ....1924 - 1927 
9. Rev. J. H. Mallows.00 1927 - 1933 
10. Kev. W. H. Newman......0...:.....-.........1933 « 1985 
li. Rev. H. V. Hartshorn... 1935 - 1938 
12. Rev. J.H. Mallows.... 1938 - 1942 
13. Rev.O.G. Herbrecht.. tt” 1942 - 1944 
14. Rev. Stanley Thompson........... «1944 - 1947 
15. Dr. Loyal Lincoln Wirt... 1947 - 1956 
16. Rev. Stuart Kimball _ _.....1956 - 1957 
17. Rev. Charles bearers nae 1957 - 1958 
18. Dr. Willis Smith, Interim. .......1959 - 1960 
19. Rev. Burley Howe... ......1961 - 1962 
20. Chaplain Augustus T. Noland. 1962 - 1964 
21. Dr. Francis C, Ellis, Interim... 1965 - 1966 
22. Rev. William Lone... ......1966 - 1967 
23. Dr. F. C, Ellis and d others, ‘Interim... 1967 - 1968 
24. William D. Nix... _....1968 - 
OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH — 1968 
Moderator........... ....Mr. Lawrence Mueller 
Church Clerk... ..Mrs. George Hoppe 
Church Treasurer... 


_Mrs. Ralph Almquist 


Sunday School Superintendent... ...Mrs. Donald Duffy 


Choir Director... 


..Mr. Sam Post 
Organist... pions _Miss Beverly Nix 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mrs. R. S. Jones Mrs. Donald Duffy 


Mr. L. F. McGovern 
Mrs. Merlin F. Butler 
Mrs. John Scott 


Mrs. John Frost 

Mrs. Joe White 
Mr. Don Lasswell 
Mrs. Jerold Jones 


PULPIT COMMITTEE 
Mr. Elmer Mueller Mrs. Jack Hull 
Mrs. Edward Post Mrs. Pat Gearhart 
Mr. Michael Thornton 
DEACONS 
Mr. Elmer Mueller 
Mr. Walter Price 
DEACONESS 
Mrs. Lawrence Mueller 
Mrs. Glen Shepherd Mrs. Mark Hickcox 
Mrs. Grover Henderson Mrs. Walker Egge 
Mrs. Ernst Mueller, Deaconess Emeritus 


— 


Mr. George Hoppe 


Mrs. A. H. Utman 
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Women 


One minister has said, ‘““The Women’s Group in a church 
is as indispensable as air is to breathing.” 

The early records of the Ladies’ Aid were burned in the 
fire that destroyed the Fred Koch home, but it is believed that 
the women’s organization, known as the Ladies’ Aid until June 
1959 when the group took the name of the Women’s Fellowship, 
has been in existence longer than the present church organiza- 
tion. 

Mrs. Fred Koch served as Secretary-Treasurer from 1897 to 
1956, when she was made Secretary Emeritus. Mrs. Ernst Muel- 
ler served as President from 1933 to December 31, 1957 with 
1% years out. 

In the early days, more than now, the social life of the 
community centered around the church, and thus part of the 
work of the Ladies’ Aid was to provide the place, the time and 
the incentive for such meetings, especially for the young people. 

The first Thursday of each month has been the meeting 
day from 1900 to 1968. 

The annual birthday party was held in February from 
1900 to 1964. Following is a sample of an invitation mailed to 
each girl over 12 and to all ladies in the community: 

2:30 January 20, 1927 
Upon the date inscribed above 

We'll have a party for those we love 

The committee decided without more ado 
An invitation should he extended to you 
For each year you’ve lived a penny bring 
Put in the sack and dram the string 

The church basement with mirth will peal 
On that dav we'll be as old as we feel. 

The annual Mother-Daughter banquet was held in the 
church basement until 1959. | 

The members of the Ladies’ Aid, later known as the 
Women’s Fellowship, have worked many long hours to sponsor 
activities to raise money, for the construction and maintenance 
of the church and the three different parsonages built since 
1902. The ladies have put on bazaars, ice cream socials, election 
day dinners, special group dinners, salad luncheons, a New 
England dinner, tamale suppers, strawberry festivals, and vaca- 
tion picnics, They cooked the dinner each month for the local 
men’s service club meeting until 1960. They have taken maga- 
zine subscriptions, sold toys and plastic items, Stanley Products, 
Beich candy, rubber scrubbers, all purpose and Christmas cards. 
Twice they have compiled and published a cookbook of favorite 
recipes of women of the community. | “ak 

In addition to helping pay for the church in 1902, its re- 
modeling bill in 1907, the building of a parsonage next door to 
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the church, the building of a parsonage on Base Line, the pur- 
chase and remodeling of the parsonage on Victoria, they have 
collected used clothing to be mailed overseas under Friendly 
Service, made bandages to be used by lepers in India, cut 
cancer dressings, and participated in activities at Pilgrim Place 
in Claremont, They have purchased and made choir robes pur- 
chased a refrigerator, paid for new sink and drainboards in the 
basement kitchen, bought dining tables, curtains, drapes, etc. 
for the church. They have helped pay for two mimeo machines 
and three different organs used in the church services. 


On September 21, 1961 the Women opened the Wig-Wag 
Thrift Shop located at the Pacific Electric depot. In view of 
the enormous amount of work at the Thrift Shop, the group 
decided NOT to participate in other money raising activities. 

The women place flowers in the church each week, then 
take the flowers to the ill and shutins after the Sunday morning 
worship services. They prepare the refreshments for the monthly 
coffee hour, which was started in December 1956. 

The Mueller family takes care of the preparations for the 
communion services held four or more times each year. 

The Women’s Fellowship contributes to Casa Colina, which 
has been a mecca for crippled children since 1938, to the 
Woman’s Gift, Friendly Service and to Pilgrim Pines. 

On June 4, 1959 a scrap book was started to help perpet- 
uate the memory of the community of Etiwanda and its people. 
Cora Stephens contributed a good many pictures taken by a 
roving photographer in 1910. 

YES, there is always a job for women. 

The records we were able to find recorded the following 
served as officers of the women’s organization of the church: 
Year President 
1905 Mrs. Ogan Mrs. Fred Koch, See.-T'reas. 
1908 Mrs. J. H. Scott Mrs. Fred Koch, Sec.-Treas. 
1914 Mrs. George Utman Mrs. Fred Koch, Sec.-Treas. 
1933-57 Mrs. Ernst Mueller Mrs. Fred Koch, Sec.-Treas. 
1958 Mrs. Fred Shacklett © Mrs. Ralph Almquist, Sec.-Treas. 
1960 Mrs. John Scott Mrs. Ralph Almquist, Sec.-Treas. 
1963 Mrs. W. G. Williams Mrs. Wm. McKee, Secretary 

Mrs. James Wilson, T'reasurer 
1964 Mrs. Ralph Almquist Mrs. Wm. McKee, Secretary 
Mrs. James Wilson, Treasurer 


1967 Mrs. Walter Price Mrs. Wm. McKee, Secretary 
Mrs. James Wilson, Treasurer 
1968 Mrs. Walter Price Mrs. Wm. McKee, Secretary 


Mrs. James Wilson, Treasurer 
The Women’s Organization was known as the Ladies’ Aid 
until June 1959 when the name was changed to the Women’s 
Fellowship. 
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Captain Joseph Garcia, a Portuguese sailor having become 
weary of life at sea, took up land, obtained a flock of sheep, 
built an unusually fine house and established the site known 
as the Garcia Ranch. 

The Chaffey brothers, two young Canadians, natives of 
Brockville, Ontario, looked over this site and were attracted 
by the good land and ample water supply. They bought 1500 
acres from Captain Garcia and an additional 1000 acres. The 
land was surveyed and divided into 10 acre parcels with ten 
shares of water rights. Water was brought in cement pipes to 
the highest corner of each plot. When the surveys and grading 
operations were completed in 1880, George Chaffey named the 
town ETIWANDA, the name of an Algonquin Indian Chief in 
far off Canada. 

Etiwanda’s subsequent years were those of growth and pros- 
perity. Its raisin and wine grapes thrived. Later its oranges and 
lemons frequently won sweepstake honors at early National 
Orange Shows. 

At St. Louis World’s Fair in 1903 Dr. Elwood Mead, head of 
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation had a model of Etiwanda 
erected to show how semi-arid land could be transformed into 
a garden spot. 

George Chaffey, the engineer, obtained a small electric 
dynamo. This he fitted into a paddle wheel which was placed 
in the main irrigation canal. Atop a tower, astraddle what 
is now known as Highland Avenue, he hung an arc light. Wires 
insulated with gutta-percha connected the arc light with the 
dynamo. A flood of blue light resulted, the beacon being clearly 
visible in Riverside. It was the first electricity used in the 
southern part of the state. Parties of curious came from Los 
Angeles and San Diego just to see this new wonder. The arc 
light did not stop George Chaffey’s experiment with electricity. 
He obtained some incandescent light bulbs from the Thomas 
A. Edison laboratories. He wired the Garcia house. 

Fittingly the large Edison Company steam plant is now 
located in Etiwanda and supplies electricity for a very large 
area, 

The long distance telephone line ran from Etiwanda to San 
Bernardino and was later extended to Ontario. It was the long- 
est telephone line in the world at the time and remained the 
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longest in the state for some time. Now the area is served by 
General 'Telephone Company. : 

The colony’s southern border highway, known as FE] Ca- 
mino Real, is now U.S. Highway 66. 

Post war years have brought major population and com- 
mercial expansion. Business development has not, as yet, caught 
up with the residential and industrial growth. The local general 
store established in 1898 by the Frost brothers, burned to the 
ground in March 1966. It has not been replaced. 

The community has two unusually good public grammar 
schools, a fine Post Office, and a Justice Court: There is a 
Buddhist Temple, which held its first meeting on August 15, 
1965, a Catholic Church and school, and the Etiwanda Com- 
munity Church. 

Etiwanda is within a short distance of the beaches, the 
mountains and the desert. 

We hope to have a complete History of the community and 
its families by 1969 when we celebrate the Fourth of July. 

This brief history published in September 1968 to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of the Etiwanda Community Church. 
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